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Lucky Group, an integrated metal recycler with its 

global headquarters based in Dubai, UAE since 1973, is 

celebrating its 40th year in business. On this occasion, 

Riz Shaban, General Manager, Lucky Recycling Ltd, says, 

“We are proud to celebrate our 40th anniversary of metal 

recycling in 2013. At present, the Group’s infrastructural 

setup comprises three world class recycling facilities in 

the Middle East (Dubai, Jebel Ali and Doha) spanning 

an area of more than 600,000 square feet and a fully 

developed team of trained and multilingual sta!.”    

Lucky also has an international metal trading unit in 

Toronto, Canada and a liaison o#ce in Shanghai, all of 

which caters to a dedicated clientele in over 40 countries 

across the world. Each and every Lucky’s copper shipment 

undergoes a carefully monitored process of quality 

controls, exclusively within their recycling facilities across 

the Middle East. $ese copper scraps are then procured 

by their customers in most of the major Asian economies, 

he states.   

“$e global economy is gradually recovering from its 

%nancial instability, but only the major Asian economies 

have shown promise with increasing demand for copper 

scrap. Copper scrap has been one of the primary focuses 

for Lucky Group over the last half decade. We have 

managed to secure crucial share of regional copper scrap 

supplies, increasing our copper business signi%cantly over 

the last two years,” Shaban further explains.     

$e Group exports copper scrap to all major copper 

manufacturing hubs, mainly India and the Far East, 

procuring material mainly from the region. $e GM 

says, “Lucky Group’s steadfast commitment to quality 

requires us to maintain strict quality controls, which 

can only be guaranteed against material that is exported 

exclusively from Lucky Group’s recycling facilities. 

Hence, our sourcing is focused towards local and regional 

procurement to where these facilities are situated.”  

Key bene"ts of copper recycling
Touching upon the bene%ts of copper recycling, he 

says the key advantage of recycled copper is that there 

is a negligible di!erence in composition from copper 

produced from freshly mined copper ore, allowing 

it to be easily interchangeable. “It also reduces the 

pressure on mines to produce new copper to meet 

global demand and thereby reduces need to produce as 

much environmentally damaging byproducts including 

millions of tons of sulphur dioxide gas from copper 

re%ning.” 

“$e recycling of copper utilises much less energy and 

natural resources in comparison to re%ning copper 

from ore, thus incurring a signi%cantly reduced cost of 

production. Recycled copper is hence retailed at a lower 

price than primary copper. Recycling also prevents 

millions of tons of copper from ending up in land%lls and 

reintroduces it into the production and consumption 

cycle,” Shaban explains, adding that recycled copper 

can be used interchangeably with copper from ore 

across many industries including telecommunications, 

automotive and construction sectors.   
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Copper is a highly versatile metal, especially 

with its ability to be stretched and molded into 

various forms, it has a superior conductivity of 

electricity than any other metal except silver, its 

heat conductivity is 60 per cent higher than its 

aluminum substitute and its highly anti-corrosive 

nature, he elaborates. “This makes it vitally required 

in applications such as construction, power 

generation and transmission, telecommunications 

and transportation. Its ability to compound with 

other metals like zinc, tin and nickel to form alloys 

has valuable results in a variety of uses.”    

Copper prices are expected to hold their own in the 

%rst half of 2013 as investors move towards investments 

in commodities at the start of a new year, but may see a 

so&ening in the market in the second half as more copper 

stock enters the global market. 

Performance of copper in 2012 and current 
market outlook     
On the copper scrap and recycling market performance 

last year and the current outlook, the GM says, “2012 

has seen signi%cant variability especially towards the 

middle of the year, which could be a*ributed to a 

global upheaval of economic and political strains, 

natural disasters and lukewarm recovery of the 

economic giants of the world. In 2013, copper 

prices seem to have started off on a decent note, and 

the year seems even marginally more positive than 

the previous one. However, the Western economies, 

including the Eurozone, are struggling to show 

viable economic growth, denting global copper 

demand; and global copper supply is entering a 

surplus phase due to some large mines recovering 

lost output and in light of mine expansions. Despite 

these bearish factors, the East more than makes up 

for the lack of demand from the West and enough to 

marginally offset copper surplus.”     

In his view, the key concern with copper recycling 

remains its unpredictable market trend. “As the 

global outlook becomes more volatile, the market 

can move towards any direction without a warning. 

Another major challenge is the theft issue in copper 

recycling. Due to its high value, it is a target for 

theft especially in the recent years after the global 

crisis of 2008,” Shaban states.    
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